JOHN ROSEWARN
00.0 When did you move to Brighton and what prompted your move?

0.26 I moved to Brighton in 1969, and the reason I moved to Brighton was because the guy I was living with at the time wanted to come to Brighton so that’s the reason I ended up in Brighton. Very luckily I must say. I was very happy to come to Brighton.

0.48 and what had you known about Brighton before you moved down here? Had you been down here before?

0.54 Oh yes, I used to come down most weekends from London to various clubs and pubs and what have you. 

01.05 are there any particular ones you remember?

01.07 I used to go to the Curtain Club and The Spotted Dog and Dr Brighton’s and there wasn’t that many pubs then, they were the ones we used to…

0.28 Where abouts was the curtain club? 

It was off the seafront, I really can’t remember the name of the road. I know we used to be on the seafront then go up to it so.. which was a nice club actually. 

01.46 Were they all fairly discreet places?

Yeah, you used to get quite a lot of ladies there, and ladies who liked gay guys, No, that was quite happy memories at the Curtain Club, it was nice yes. 

2.07 When you first moved here, where did you end up living with your partner?

02.10 We ended up living in Elm Grove and from Elm Grove we went to St James’ Avenue, St James’ Avenue to Hanover, from Hanover to Portant Place (?) on the seafront which was quite nice. 

So you’ve lived in many different locations? 

Yes. Always quite central. But I had to travel to work obviously. 

Were you still working in London or?

No, I was working in Haywards Heath, it was Francis, the local Psychiatrics hospital for 27 years- for my sins. 

Did you find that particular parts of Brighton were easier to live in? 

Yes! St James’s Street and Kemp Town obviously. Kemptown was probably the easiest place to live because we were surrounded by, you know, our own kind which was much easier. That was before I went to Spain, and then I went to Spain for 9 years and so I then came back to Brighton, and that was my later life in Brighton. Slightly different when I came because I came down with someone, it was a 40 year relationship but it was the early life which is probably the more interesting.

03.43 Yeah, do you want to tell me a little bit about your life prior to coming here and how that shaped things?

03.51 When I was 18 my father caught me in bed with his best friend, I was 18, the best friend was in his 40s! I got the blame; my father threw me out. So I rang another friend in Taunton, and said, ‘I’ve been thrown out, I don’t know what to do. I’m going to London.’ He had a stepmother who he didn’t like, so he said ‘OK, I’ll come with you!’ So can you imagine? Two 18 year olds, got to the station with two carrier bags and I think we had about £6 between us, so we got to Paddington station, and we didn’t know what to do. 

4.33 Had you been to London before?

04.37 Not really, no! We got to Paddington Station, this great big station and then he got a bit agitated and nervous so we went and had a cup of tea. We sat there and I saw this guy was eyeing us and he came over and said ‘hello boys, are you new in town?’ so we said yes, or I said yes, he didn’t say anything. So he said ‘have you anywhere to live?’ and I said no, and he said he had a room in in Eardly Crescent (?) I’ll never forget it, in Earls Court. He said, ‘but have you got money?’ and I said no and he said ‘well we’ll have to sort something out about how you’re going to pay the rent.’ So, we went and we had this room in Eardly Crescent and the next day he came up and he said, if you don’t have a job, you do have to get some money, he said ‘do you know Piccadilly circus?’ and I had no idea what Piccadilly Circus was and anyway he took us to Piccadilly Circus and said ‘you will be accosted by men, and they will offer you money, so you will go with them and they will give you the money and at the end of the day we will sort something out.’ Anyway, it didn’t bother me that much funnily enough, my friend was a bit more withdrawn, but it didn’t bother me. I thought, well I’m here and I’ve got to do something. That was the start of the life of a rent boy on Piccadilly Circus, which they used to call the meat rack. So after the first day we went back, went back to the room and he said how much money, and he took like ¾ of it, I think he left us £4, very little, but it was quite a lot in those days. That was my life for, well I don’t know, I was 18, until I was about 21.

06.41 What were the dates that? What year did you arrive in London? 

06.44 I started in 61, 61 I got there. 

06.53 Do you remember the sorts of things you had to do? What did you have to wear when you did that sort of work? Did you have to be very subtle or were there sort of signals? 

07.03 No, there were signals; you wore hankies in your back pocket and brightly coloured scarves. You couldn’t miss us actually, there were probably 50, 60 guys and god help you if you went on someone else’s patch. You all had your own little.. But it was the police that were so evil to us. They used to come round on a Saturday night and they used to herd you up and handcuff us and put us in the van over to the police station at Earls Court and you always made sure you had 7 and 6, because the fine was 7 and 6. The next days if you could pay your fine, they would let you go. The other thing with the police was that, of course the police were so evil, if you were nice to the policeman they used to take you to the Regents Palace Hotel and if you were nice to them, they would let you go. That was the police! Eventually I decided that this really was not- someone else told me, a friend, a hooker, female, said, ‘You’re silly standing around on the streets. You should really go and work for an agency.’ So she put me in touch with an agency and they took me on, and that was the best part of my early life. It was brilliant. Very good money. You handled no money of course! We used to go to the Houses of Parliament, to the green room, and you know, they were all very up-market people who wouldn’t walk the streets to pick you up. They used to get you sent to their houses and things. I did that for I think maybe two and a half years, maybe 3. Up to the age of about 23. 
Then, one of my clients is the man I spent 40 years with, which was quite unbelievable because when you went with these people there was a rule that there was never any kissing. Anything else, but no kissing. It quite often suited us as even though they were quite wealthy people and clean and smart, they weren’t always attractive. That went on for, yes as I said, until I was about 23, maybe 24 and this guy used to come, I used to go to his house a couple of times a week. He used to go, ‘I really don’t like what you’re doing’ he said, ‘I think it’s about time you got out.’ 

10.15 Did he live in a very posh part of London? 

10.17 He lived in Pinner, Love Lane in Pinner. He had a very nice house.  He was in control of quite a few of the big hospitals in London. He said ‘What would you like to do if you stop?’ and I didn’t really want to stop what I was doing, I was quite happy. I’m going to the green room where, not that I would ever drop names, but, 

10.48 There were some quite important people? 

10.49 Yes, yes there was.

10.53 How did that make you feel as a young person coming from Taunton, and going to the front seat of government and seeing…

11.00 Well to be quite honest I didn’t know very much about politics. There was one particular guy who used to ask for me all the time who eventually became the Prime Minister! So that was, and I couldn’t really believe that this guy was the prime minister. That was a good time in my life and I could actually shop is S and G(?) and buy the clothes that I wanted which was all probably a bit fickle but you know, when you had nothing, to suddenly be on quite good money, and people used to say to me, how could you go from 5 or 6 men in a day or a night? Quite easy, very easy because you get very blaze about it, It’s a job, so you do it and you leave, and at the end of the week, the money was very good. Back in the 60s I was probably taking home £50 - 60 a week, which was a lot of money. When you could go and buy a pair of shoes for like 39 and 11 which was under 2 pound. That was fine. 

12.20 Where were you living when you moved from Earls Court or were you still there?

12.29 No no, well my friend eventually went home, he couldn’t cope with it and I was living in Berwick Street. Not a very nice area, full of hookers and stuff but it was great. Quite near Ravens review bar so that was fine. Of course when I went with this ex client I moved to Pinner which was very up market.

12.59 Do you remember in Berwick if there was a sense of community?

13.03 It was lovely, yes. I mean because we were all basically doing the same job. The girls were all lovely, one of my best friends, Big Pat, big blonde hooker and she sort of took me under her wing because I was still young, I was only 21 or something like that. It was a lovely community there and they had the market of course and there were loads of people around and you could walk around and no one would ever. I could walk from Knightsbridge to Oxford Street and didn’t think anything of it, you know. It was quite obvious what you were and you never had any problems funnily enough. Apart from the police -  the police would pull you over and you would give them a blow job or whatever and they would let you go. It was quite evil and I don’t think police today would even believe that, it was terribly corrupt. 

14.10 Did you find that when you went from being street worker to working for an Agency that the police wouldn’t touch you? 

They wouldn’t touch you.

So there was a sort of class system within that. 

When you went to the Green Room at the Houses of Parliament you were let in, they were sort of told ahead that 2 or 3 of us were coming. No problems. No-one would take any notice and it was much easier. It was the streets that were bad. You used to get beaten up and punched around and what have you. 

14.49 Are you still in touch with anyone still at this point? 

14.53 No, the last person I worked with at the agency, sadly he died. He was a bit older than me, so he was probably about 75;  he died. But no, I don’t know where- it was a vast community and although you knew everybody and spoke to them, you didn’t really know anything about them, like nobody really knew anything about me. It was hard but it’s not anything that I’m ashamed of. Some people say ‘Oh I wouldn’t dream of going on the radio and saying that.’ But why not? It was a part of my life, it was a very important part of my life. I became very streetwise.

15.40 Were you in touch with your family? 

15.42 No, no, I didn’t see my family. My mother found me through the Salvation Army after about three years. I didn’t go home for many years. My father and I never got on, right until the day he died. I went to his funeral but I hadn’t seen him or my mother for probably three or four years. They just didn’t want to know, they don’t want to know. Even my mother now, she doesn’t want to know. She’s not remotely interested in what I do. We were supposed to be going down to see her, and she said no, I think you should stay where you are. She was never maternal anyway, she never wanted children, and when I came, I was sort of fostered, my mother looked after me until I was about ten, and so there was never really a close bond. My father, well, he was just a, they had a string of hairdressing shops in Taunton and he used to go to church all the time- typical. No, there was never any, there was no closeness. Even now, if I was put in a room with him I wouldn’t know what to say to him, I could never talk to him. 

17.15 did you feel like you found a support network. It sounds like the life you led in London, you found support. 

15.25 Yes, It was like an adopted family and because I had always, I still do, like old men, it was like father figures. When you’re 18 and 19, a lot of older gay men, they like to mother you or smother you, or whatever they like to do. I was very happy, I was very happy in one way, but not happy in the way we were treated. As I’ve always said to people, it was my choice, it was a life that I chose, I didn’t have to do. I was a hairdresser- well I would be wouldn’t I! I didn’t want to come from big London and then to Brighton and trained and became a nurse for like 30 years. 

18.27 Just for my own personal interest, which is not very professional in an interview, but do you remember people, do you see people like Quentin Crisp?

18.33 I met Quentin, funnily enough I used to be a dresser at the Theatre Royal and I met Quentin Crisp and, you probably don’t remember a guy called Gilbert Harding? He was a well-known gay … I don’t know what you call them? He wasn’t an icon because you didn’t get things like that in those days but everybody knew he was gay and he used to sort of sit and lord it over in Dr Brighton’s. Quentin Crisp, I met him two or three times at the Theatre Royal. I had a little fling with Laurie Grayson, he’s now dead so I can mention his name, though I think everyone had a fling with him. And Ross Conway, do you know Ross Conway? Pianist. He used to live in Eastbourne. 

19.33 So you’ve moved to Brighton to start your new life, and in the meantime you’re training to be a nurse? 

19.49 Training in London for my general and then I did my psychiatric in Haywards Heath. That was all quite difficult actually as my partner at the time, John, was looking after I think three hospitals in Sussex. He was always very open. He’d actually trained at St Francis when he was younger and there was a lot of the same staff there, so of course when I turned up, everyone knew that I was living with him and I was readily accepted. Not as much in Hillingdon in London. We were asked to leave! I was half way through my general training and the matron found out. He was a tutor at the time and she found out that we were living together in Hillingdon and I was told to go first. Told “You’re going”. Just because I was living with him. 

So this was pre 67?

Oh yes this is ‘65, ‘66 I suppose. They were quite evil actually. They sort of drummed me out first and then John left. They asked him to leave.
Was it sort of blackmail as it were? 

Yes, yes it was. It was just very uncomfortable. It was supposed to be a hospital where people were caring. It didn’t work like that for- and there were quite a few of the staff were gay obviously but they were probably a little bit cleverer than we were because nobody knew. But because of his position in the hospital it was all slightly different. They knew I was living with him…. Not that I ever went round and told people I was living with him. They eventually found out so... and that’s when we came to Brighton, and that was another good time for me. We were actually getting away from all this nonsense and London and I was like 25, and it was the start of a new life. I was always quite promiscuous and we did have an open relationship. He did what he wanted to do, I did what I wanted to do.

22.20 Was that in the clubs and pubs? Or were you cottaging and stuff like that? 

22.31 Do you know the bushes? I spent half my life there, and if I wasn’t there, he was there. That was like the club! If you went to the bushes… and I’m talking 25 years ago…. it was just like a club! Everyone knew each other, you used to take a flask and give everyone a cup of coffee and if there were sandwiches you would get given a sandwich and you could stay there all day and no one would ever bother you. Though I don’t know, I haven’t been there in ages, have they cut all the bushes down? 

Yeah I think so, they’ve definitely tidied it all up. 

That’s totally evil! Chopping down the bushes! There were so many cottages in Brighton, there was one right opposite- you’d know- how old are you? Oh, you wouldn’t know. 

Was that opposite the Theatre Royal? I’ve heard about this.

Yes. Well it was so funny, it was like a club. You used to meet everyone down there, and the man who used to run it - if you gave him a pound, he used to let you go in his office. Anyway, when they eventually started closing down all these cottages, the first one to go was the one opposite the Theatre Royal. Do you know Maisie Trollit (?) Do you know Maisie? She decided that we were all going to go and have a service, a funeral, and we all took wreaths and hung them all on the railings. Of course when they closed that one, bang bang bang, they all went. 

24.19 Was this early 90s? 

24.25 No, earlier than that. ‘82, ‘83? Early 80s. And then of course, bang bang bang, they all went. There was one on Queens Road that they used to call the Bungalow which is just before you get to the station, there’s a fork in the road which goes down to, I don’t know where, and there was this one story building and it was called the Bungalow. There was always someone on watch They used to take it in turns so that if anyone was coming in that they didn’t know they used to cough or whatever and everyone would split up. Then there was the Hole in the Wall, have you heard of that? That was down on the seafront. I did a terrible thing once in there. I went in and it was pitch black, they had smashed all the light bulbs, pitch back, and I genuinely wanted to pee, and I went in with a friend and lit my lighter, illuminated the whole place, and what was going on was unbelievable, and they all sort of screamed! It was good fun. It was innocent. Nobody used to get beaten up. Very rarely did you hear about people getting beaten up, or murdered or what have you. Yeah so that was all very sad when they closed all those down. Now there’s nowhere to go for a pee. British Home Stores.. mind you, Debenhams…

I’ve heard about the library.. Jubilee library?

And the museum! You should take a trip! Check it out! See what’s happening! 

26.25 Was there stuff in the press about this at that point or were they closed without much explanation?

26.33 The only one that became (I think it was in the Argus) was the one opposite the Theatre Royal because with all the wreaths hanging off it and flowers and stuff… it looked like a funeral! I mean, it was dead. It was a big part of people’s lives, and then it was gone. It was all very sad really, and that’s when everyone decided- well bushes was much busier after that closed. I suppose some people would say it’s really not a good thing to say that life was better then, I don’t know. I think it was easier probably then when you had all those cottages around as people could go and they could get rid of all their frustration and half of them were married anyway. At least there was somewhere for them to go, weather it was right or it was wrong, that’s not the point. There was somewhere for them to go, and now.. 

27.53 It’s all online now which is a bit less fun I think, it’s a lot colder. 

28.02 It’s like when Pride started. That was brilliant when that was first started. Now it’s just like a carnival. 

28.15 Do you remember the first Pride? 

Yes! On the level. It actually meant something. That did mean something, it did mean something. But I don’t think pride now, it doesn’t, I don’t know, it’s basically a carnival isn’t it. That seems to be more important for people to go out and get totally smashed out of their heads. I think people forget what it actually means, especially youngsters. 

28.47 Were you ever involved with Pride or volunteering politically?
28.56 I belong to GEMS which you’ve obviously heard of, which is where Lesley got my name, from Steve. Yes, we used to do Pride. We used to be on the Mayor’s bus. All the old queens! So we were all on the bus which was quite good. But then they started charging so much, I think for one person to go on the Mayor’s bus- £40! So, if there was like half a dozen of us from GEMS who would do it, they couldn’t afford it, so sadly that was stopped. 

29.40 Do you remember stuff around Section 28 and the stuff in the early 90’s? Did that have any impact on you or were you passed that?

29.48 No not really, I was passed that. It’s quite difficult for me to say, I suppose when I was the age- in the 90’s, from 91 until 99 I was living in Spain. Living in Marbella so I didn’t really. I wasn’t really here then. 

30.15 What prompted that move, was that with your partner?

30.19 Yes, well I took early retirement because they closed the hospital and they were offering me various jobs and I was 50 years old so I took early retirement. And he’d already retired because he was 17 years older than me. We had a villa in Marbella anyway, so we decided to sell up here and go to Spain which was good and I used to do drag - I worked in a big drag bar which was quite good fun. 

30.59 What was your drag character? 

31.02 Dusty Monroe! After Dusty Springfield, and Marilyn of course. 

Did you sing or were you a lip syncher? 

Lip syncher, it was more fun, because you could do more characters. I couldn’t sing like Marilyn or Dusty so… I did that for most my life actually. 

Did that start in London?

That started in London, we used to do a club called the Rehearsal and Black Cat and various other London pubs. Not much here actually, when I came to Brighton I didn’t because I was working night duty and what have you. I used to do the odd few shows at the hospital and we used to go to all the drag balls like the famous Porchester Hall. 
What’s that then?

Porchester Hall…  they came from everywhere, you know, a huge place in London and everybody used to go. If they’ve never dragged up before, they dragged up to go there and then they used to have them at the Corn Exchange here. Brilliant! Really good. Suddenly that all stopped, I don’t know for what reason, well because if people wanted to wear drag they could just walk around the street! It made no difference! You don’t have to wait backstage at the pub to dress up you can just do it and walk around! Then of course we had the first really nice gay pub in Brighton, it was the Rockingham. Off of Western Road in Hove. I used to work in the Rockingham bar in London and it was owned by Tony Rowe and he decided he was going to open a pub here. So he opened a pub, very nice, quite up market and sadly he had a heart attack before he opened it, so he died before he opened it! That was a nice pub, and the landlord and his wife were brilliant. 

What has that turned into now? 

Do you know where the Bedford Tavern is? The Bedford Tavern is down there on the left hand side, coming back up to Western Road it’s on a corner and it goes around the corner. (talk of its location) It was a little bit up market.

  34.27 How quickly did the pubs start to change post ’67 in terms of becoming a bit less underground? Was it very rapid? 

34.36 It was quite rapid in Brighton yes. It changed very quickly. Yes. It was almost going form black to white it was that quick because everyone was so much freer, nobody really worried. There was another nice club but I don’t remember what it is, it’s close to where that Day’s restaurant is? It was just down the road from there, which was a big nice club. Then every Sunday we had the Pink Coconut at the bottom of West Street, as you’re going down on the left hand side?

Is that the one with the blue plack on it? I remember who lived there? But you sort of think, God if they could see it now! 

We used to go to all the big stars, you know Divine, we used to go there a lot. You know Bucks Fizz, can you imagine? Everyone used to go mad for Bucks Fizz! We used to go every Sunday and it was owned by Bolts which was a nightclub in London and they used to just do every Sunday here and it used to be heaving, brilliant!

And this was late 80’s?

Early 80’s. We went to Spain in 1991, so probably 81, something like that. 

36.40 So when were you a dresser at the Theatre Royal?

36.41 In the 80’s. 

Was that just a part time job on the side? 

Yeah, when I wasn’t doing nights at the hospital I used to dress in there which was good fun. They had a lovely manager, manageress Ann Travers, absolutely brilliant. They were good days. You would be surprised at who’s gay and who’s not, very interesting. 

Was that a bit of an eye opener for you? 
Well, I’d already come into contact with that sort of thing so it didn’t really, I was never shocked at anybody who was.. no I wasn’t. Never battered an eye lid if somebody was, but you know.. I don’t like people who name drop and I think that’s very unkind to name drop. 

What kind of shows were happening at that point at the Theatre Royal?

Plays and musicals. You used to get all the big stars, Peter O’Toole, Charleton Heston, they used to be there… He was brilliant. It was a nice theatre anyway, though the back of it’s not so good. You used to follow a rat up the stairs or something. But that was another good part of my life. All in all, I’ve always said to people, if I drop dead tomorrow, I would have had a good life and done a lot of different things. I’ve enjoyed my life, even nursing psychiatric patients; I’ve loved every minute of it. Some things I think… like my early life, walking the streets, not really the sort of things you should boast about, but you can talk about it. I don’t mind talking about it. I wouldn’t say everybody should do it because everybody shouldn’t but we’re not all the same. I think I was very lucky with my life. 

39.21 In terms of getting older as the gay scene is so much more focused on being young, how have you found that? When did you join GEMS for instance?

39.40 Oh I joined GEMS when I was about 63/64? Not really, I enjoyed going, and I do like older men, but, some of them are very old. It’s a nice place for elderly people to go. It’s somewhere we can go to mix with our own age group and some of them, you have to 50 to join. So some of them are 50, and some of them are not 50. Of course when you going to these places you are inclined to sit with the people you want to. A lot of them I don’t even know their names. Not that I’m not interested, but because you all sit with your own mates. 

Are these people you recognize from the scene in the 80s?

Yes, 70s. I knew Peter Otto who runs it, I knew him back in the 70s when he had hair! Even if I don’t recognize them, because people say that I haven’t changed, you know, I’m old now but I haven’t changed a lot facially, so people recognize me even if I don’t recognize them which is a bit dodgy. It’s very strange! I don’t know, it’s people that have just passed in the night I suppose, in the bushes. I sometimes feel a bit sorry for these young ones, 17 and 18 year olds as they don’t have a clue. It’s all, they think it’s always been like this, and I think it would do them good sometimes to sit down and listen to how people at my age like 70 or 60 upwards, it was very difficult. It wasn’t long ago. I don’t feel 70 now, I feel about 20, up here, don’t look at the face! I do feel that.. it’s not that things are too easy for them, because it isn’t, nothing’s easy when you’re gay, we know that. They’re missing out on something, there’s something missing. When they take everything for granted. From 1970 onwards we were so happy, we were so pleased, we were released, you could do what you wanted basically. But now, a friend across the road, her grandson has just his mum that he’s gay, he’s 15 and he’s acting like a total prat, you know he’s walking around with all the hands and I said to him, you know, you don’t have to behave like that, you don’t have to flap your hands about and talk with this silly little voice that you’ve developed, why are you doing it? Oh, because I’m gay. No. I said to him, I’m sure there is something else about you that is far nicer than this silly behavior that you do. This silly talk, this voice he puts on. When I was young, you wouldn’t dare do that, you would be slaughtered. I suppose we were brought up the hard way. 

Even for me, at the age of 28, I look at these people, 17 or 18 and think that these peoples experiences are so different to my own and that was only 10 years ago.

So you can imagine how we feel now, when we were 18, to seeing these youngsters now. I don’t know, maybe in 10 years time. God knows. What will it be like in ten years time?

44.31 Do you remember through the 80s, especially in Brighton, the aids crisis?

Oh yes. That actually changed everything. It changed the way everybody, anybody with any sense and a brain. It changed the whole attitude of how you behaved. I think when it first came out and there was a film, and it was called ‘Long Time Companion.’ If you ever get a chance to see it, you can probably get it somewhere; it is brilliant and was one f the first films about aids. That film is really what registered in a lot of people’s minds.. Because we didn’t really know what was going on. You knew it was supposed to be a gay disease, but you know, a gay disease, what is this gay disease? I’m not joking, the cottages used to be empty, the bushes, everybody suddenly withdrew in their own little world because people said you could get it through kissing and all. It was a load of nonsense as we know, but yes, it changed a lot of people’s attitudes. You actually thought about what you were doing. Actually thought about protecting yourself whereas before, nobody used to bother with condoms, and I know when I was young anyway, no one really knew what they were. I think I got gonorrhea a few times, but you just went to the clinic and they would give you some penicillin and off you go, don’t come back too soon. That was totally different. Again, whether it was good or whether it was bad you could be so free with yourself I don’t know. That is one thing I do feel sorry for the youngsters for now. Kids of today are no different to the kids when I was young. You don’t think about it. You see something and you want it and we could do it then because there wasn’t this awful illness going around, or whatever you want to call it, or disease. I think it changed a lot of people’s lives. It changed my life. I lost a lot of friends, a lot of friends. Sadly. But now of course, there are more heterosexual people dying of it than there were, I don’t really know the statistics around it. 

I know a lot of people who have been affected by it and it’s still, it’s just that change from being a disease to being a manageable condition which is an amazing thing.

Quite a few of our friends are carrying, are carriers. They seem okay, they look alright. Then of course the awful thing about it was that when this first happened, you had someone who had aids. Say someone had aids, and you had a stinging attitude of, ‘someone gave it to me so I’ll pass it on.’ That happened a lot. 

Do you remember stuff in the press down here around that time?

Yes it was awful. It’s not nice. Now it’s all out in the open I think it’s much better, kids do take care of themselves hopefully.

Though apparently it’s on the rise again which is just crazy as people know there’s a treatment for it.

But then there’s not always. It’s not always going to work is it. We went to see the Lady Boys and there were a couple of guys dressed up in drag and we went to the toilet. I think Wolf (?) went first, or I went first, he was standing outside, and when I came out there was one of these guys in drag rubbing himself all over him, wrapping his leg around him and all that kind of stuff and asking for sex. He said, I think he said, ‘oh this is all I need, someone like you hanging around me.’ I couldn’t believe it, how openly, they were all over him. He’s an old man! Just say he had been that type who had said yeah alright come on, you don’t know what.. They had been drinking anyway, and we all know what we’re like when we’ve been drinking things, things all change but no, it’s all, I don’t know. The older you get, I think you have a lot more respect for yourselves, sort of. When you get to 70, you get a bit more respect for yourself. It’s the height of respect when you get to 70. As I said, I don’t feel 70 and I don’t dress like I’m 70, and some people say oh you shouldn’t be wearing this or wearing that. Why? Just because I’m 70 doesn’t mean I have to wear beige trousers and beige anoraks. No. And I think so many people are like that now, they don’t dress their age. 

51.00 Have you done your civil partnership? (look at pictures and things and joke about him wearing white)

Did you do it very soon after it came in?

No, no, no. We only did it three years ago. Basically one of the reasons being because it covers yourself with growing families. (?)That happened to me when my partner of 40 years died. His family we never knew, saw, and had nothing to do with us, everything was left to me obviously, and they contested the will and they got it because I was nothing. After forty years I was classed as a friend and I couldn’t afford to take them to court because they had all the money. So that was one of the reasons why we did it.

That’s unbelievable though, forty years 

Yes. I was nothing and they contested the will and they got it. They very kindly said, ‘oh you can keep the flat.’ Yeah. And they all live in Brighton. I see them all the time I wouldn’t, if they were down, I’d kick them further. They got it. So when we decided after a few years that it was nothing to do, well it was something to do with dress up, of course it was, no seriously, it was basically to cover, if anything happened to me, I don’t think my family would- but you don’t know. You know when people die they’re suddenly there. Like vultures! Grab, grab, grab, grab, grab. Wolf’s family is all in Germany, he doesn’t think they would but I said, you can’t be sure. Once it’s happened to you once it makes you very wary. So that’s why we did it. 

53.00 How long have you been with Wolf?

Only five years. So we did it after two years together and yeah we had a lovely big party and surprised everybody. We have a lot of heterosexual friends, married couples which I quite like. I like spending time with women actually, I like women. Yeah it was a lovely day, everything went fine. It was nice.

Obviously it’s a great excuse for a party, but it was mostly for security.

Exactly, it was mainly for that reason. It wasn’t for wearing a ring, though we do wear one. It doesn’t make any difference to me, it doesn’t make me love him any more just because we did a civil ceremony or vice versa. It’s just that we feel more secure, I’m happier knowing that we’ve done it. Quite a few of our friends have done it actually but that was quite a good move. Not that I’m particularly bothered about these gay weddings and gay marriages in the church. It doesn’t appeal to me; I’m not religious so it doesn’t appeal to me. Civil ceremonies are fine. So many people do civil ceremonies now anyway. Heterosexual couples nearly all get married in the registry office. Only if someone really wanted to get married in church, it’s fine, it’s their choice isn’t it. If they want to wear a huge meringue dress… okay. That was a nice sort of interlude.

Q: When you were going to clubs in the 60s were there terms that you were calling each other?

Yes, there was also the polari stuff. There were sort of secret words. I can’t really remember what they are now but there was a lot of sort of ‘camp’. I used to get totally confused by it. I used to say something that was totally wrong. I was never really into that but a lot of people were. ‘Cause there used to be a program called ‘Round the Horn’ with Hugh Paddock who I had a thing with for many years and he used to be Sandy with Kenneth Williams and of course they used to do all this polari talk and it kind of caught on. When I used to say it to him, even he couldn’t remember half of what he used to say. It was just made up and people latched onto it. Yeah, that was quite fun.

Q: When did people drop that?

I think, the ‘80s. Of course we always used to dress nicely to go to clubs. I mean, if you went to a club, you used to sort of spend hours getting ready. You know, you had special club clothes and you know, you spent hours doing your hair ‘cause we had hair then. 

Q: What were you wearing then in the 80s?

I used to love flairs, tight flairs with the wide bottoms and I used to like clogs. And they used to be blue with sort of orange diamonds on them and all that type of stuff. Chiffon shirts, multicoloured. A scarf. But now, you see, if you went to a club and dressed smart, you’d feel so out of place whereas when we used to dress to go out clubbing and all that it was a big thing. You took time, you know? Used to love it if you had something new. But God help you if you walked in and somebody had the same shirt on as you, you know, from C&A. 

Q: Were there any particular shops that were good for that sort of stuff in Brighton?

C& A. C& A was good. Yeah, ‘cause it was reasonably cheap and it was quite fashionable. 

Q: It was quite continental wasn’t it?

Yeah, well, Wolf goes to Germany quite a lot now and they still got a C& A in Germany. So I always tell him: bring me back a couple of shirts, you know? There used to be a nice little shop, I used to… Kensington Gardens, Beiber???. That was nice. Occasionally you’d buy something from Beiber, bit flush. When you had a bit of money, you’d go to Beiber. Mostly C&A. And then Primark  opened and changed the whole game. I mean, you wouldn’t bother to go to Beiber. I don’t know. We never go to clubs now for the simple reason that everybody’s so young. You know if you walk into a club, I couldn’t even think about going into Revenge. You’d be mobbed by, you know, there’s all these youngsters there and you do feel a bit… Although my brain’s still twenty, my body’s not.

Q: Do you remember Revenge and stuff like that when it first opened? Were you going when it first opened?

Yes. Yes, when it first opened. 

Q: Was it pretty much the same?

The same. Still the same. Not much has changed in there really. Course you got all these other little clubs now, little one called Poison Ivy? I’ve walked past it. We’ve walked past it. One of our friends who’s sort of 66, 67, he actually joined it. Yeah, and he said he felt very intimidated because they do a lot of no clothes. I couldn’t imagine going into a club and taking off my clothes. Maybe when I was younger, I might have but not now. They’d all run. They’d run screaming out the door.

Q: So if you were going to go for a drink now, would it be Camelford Arms and that sort of stuff?
No, if I go for a drink, if we go for a drink now, one of my favourites is… I like Legends, I like 112 Church Street ‘cause we’re a friend of Colin’s. We used to love The Aquarium, the fish tank but then the last landlord died. And I quite like the Marine Tavern, pokey little place but quite fun, quite like the barman there. And the new one – Bar 56? – bit noisy but I quite like that. No, that’s okay. 

Q: And you still see familiar faces?

Yeah. The only place I won’t go is The Bulldog. The last time we went in there somebody ??????? my drink. Haven’t be there since. It used to be filthy. The carpet used to be so filthy you couldn’t move but I heard they do drag in there now so… brightened it up a bit, I don’t know. When it first opened, it was The Rockenham and The Bulldog. Certain people went to The Rockenham and certain people went to The Bulldog. We always went to The Rockenham for some reason. I think it was a nicer… It was a nicer type of man there, you know? I haven’t been in The Bulldog probably four years now. I wouldn’t go in. 

Q: Do you remember The Malborough when that was a gay man’s pub?

Yes. And then it became for girls didn’t it? Cos when we went to that play that I was mentioned in, the Piccadilly era, we were the only two guys in there. Not that I, I don’t mind lesbians. I got nothing against, you know? We’ve got some very good lesbian friends.

Q: Do you remember what it was like when it was a gay man’s pub?

It was very similar to… it hadn’t really changed. I mean, when it was a gay guys pub it was like every other pub. It was always quite pleasant.

Q: And was the theatre running?

It was but not quite as much as it is now. It used to be the odd thing up there. When they first started the gay pantomimes, they used to have them up there. Before they moved on to wherever they go now.

